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Dry weather a mixed bag, but mills in peak form 
 
It's a pretty spot where Bruno Zamparutti farms. 
 

But with the dry weather and, this week, overnight temperatures down as low as 
minus two in around Calen and Wagoora, the cane on his farm looks a little 

worse for wear. 
 
"Ah, that's farming, isn't it?" Mr Zamparutti said. 

 
And he'd know. For his 80-plus years (that's as much as he'd give away about 

his age), Mr Zamparutti has seen the highs, the lows, the big wets and the dry 
spells. 
 

He said even with frost-bitten cane this wasn't the worst he'd seen; and the 
sugar content (PRS) was still holding firm. 

 
"Sure, we are getting only 10-point-something cents a pound for our sugar, but 
we have still been recording 17CCS for the past three to four weeks," he said. 

 
"I started this season with between 500 and 600 tonnes of standover cane, but 

that's still an improvement on last year, when I started with about 1000 tonnes. 
 
"And now, we have cane that has been burnt by frost after the temperatures 

overnight. 
 

"We'd love to prioritise that cane, but really, how do you do that when you're 
neighbour has some frost-affected cane, down the road has some… we are all in 
the same boat, you know? We just have to paddle. There is no engine on the 

back of this boat!" 
 

Mr Zamparutti, who is the second of four generations on his land, counts him self 
as a little more fortunate with two of his own dams on the property. 
 

Still, even with that supply, irrigation is expensive and with all of his new plant 
cane in the ground now, it needs water. 

 
"We need the rain. I have just finished planting and the latest-planted cane 

needs irrigation because the soil is just not moist enough. 
 
"Having to water like this is a very costly way to grow cane – and there are 

growers without irrigation. 
 

"It's simple, really, our cane is between five and six feet tall when it should be up 
to eight feet tall. That all comes down to rain." 
 

That said though, it's not all bad. 
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"Well, with this dry weather, we should cut all our cane this year and there will 
be no standover. Next year's crop isn't looking too good, but we just have to 

keep going." 
 
A Mackay Sugar spokesperson said the company had reported A good week of 

crushing at all Mackay mills this week. 
 

The spokesperson said the mills had operated at the second highest tonnage 
throughput recorded for the year to date.   
 

"The PRS continues to improve and the reliability at Farleigh and Marian mills 
was over 90% for the week," the spokesperson said. 

 
"Farleigh had a good week with the highest weekly crush for the year to date. 
 

"A short scheduled a stop to change out shredder tips and to repair a fault on No 
2 mill linkages were successfully completed. 

 
The spokesperson said Marian had had its best plant availability for the 2018 
crushing so far, and this - coupled with a caustic clean of the evaporators - 

produced a solid result for the week.  
 

"Problems with the Number Two door seal was the only major stoppage for the 
week. 
 

"Racecourse also had a large scheduled stoppage, to complete repairs to Number 
Two boiler grate and Number Four boiler SA fan. 

 
"This also gave us the chance to complete a caustic boil of the evaporators." 
 

 
WEEKLY CRUSH FIGURES 
 
MACKAY - WEEKLY UPDATE 
Farleigh      71,748                            
Marian        102,743  

Racecourse           55,218 
Total tonnes        229,709 

           
Total tonnes to date                  2,337,034 
PRS week                                 14.99  

PRS year to date                       13.08  
 

 
-ENDS- 
 
 
EDITORS' NOTES: 
 
All Media Enquiries: 
 
For all additional comments, imagery, vision or interviews please contact: 
 
Mackay Sugar Engagement Manager Meredith Papas 
M: 0448 995 731 | E: m.papas@mkysugar.com.au 
 

mailto:m.papas@mkysugar.com.au
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Weekly Crush Report: 
 
Released weekly, each Tuesday afternoon. Each report will be accompanied by a 
profile story and image of a member of the Mackay Sugar milling workforce, board, 
or from within the growing and harvesting sectors. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Mackay Sugar Engagement Manager Meredith Papas 
M: 0448 995 731 | E: m.papas@mkysugar.com.au 
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