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Growers, millers working together for productive 2018 crush 
 
Good maintenance programs, efficient use of downtown and the innovation and 
hard work of mill workers has set Mackay Sugar up for what's hoped to be a 

good run to the end of the crush. 
 

Farleigh Mill factory manager Peter Flanders said a "culture of co-operation" and 
plain hard work by mill workers had seen issues effectively dealt with and an 
improvement on throughput and overall productivity on previous years. 

 
Mr Flanders said extensive work on Farleigh Mill's evaporator station, vacuum 

pan and boilers had started to pay dividends for the factory. 
 
He said the good maintenance season and the effective use of scheduled – and 

even unscheduled maintenance stops – had meant availability and capacity 
figures had surpassed those of the past few years. 

 
"Look, we'd always like to be doing better, but we have seen some great work by 
everyone working in the mills," Mr Flanders said. 

 
"This is where we have seen innovation and hard work come to the fore; and the 

cooperation from growers has been good too." 
 
A Mackay Sugar spokesperson said it had been a challenging week of crushing at 

all Mackay mills this week, however the PRS continued to increase.  
 

The spokesperson said Farleigh had had a significant scheduled maintenance 
stop, which involved both a evaporator clean and a steam off to return a vacuum 
pan to service. 

 
"This meant we were also able to isolate a leaking condensate tank," the 

spokesperson said. 
 
"The factory recovered well later in the week with steady crushing rates." 

 
Marian had a difficult week, with an Ergon fault and subsequent boiler trip being 

the start of a succession of events, the spokesperson said. 
 

"The major issues were contaminated boiler condensates, which required both 
boilers to flushed," they said. 
 

"While dealing with these issues several scheduled maintenance activities were 
completed, and the good news is that the next maintenance stop can be 

deferred. 
 
"Since resolving the issues around the boiler station Marian has crushed 

consistently." 
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The spokesperson said Racecourse had lost time when a roller on the main sugar 
belt failed and the mill injection water pipeline developed a leak. 

 
They said the opportunity was taken to address other issues during this stop. 
 

Mr Flanders said the organisation as a while had a culture of looking for the best 
use of time and any opportunity to improve efficiencies during both the operation 

and maintenance or downtime of the factories. 
 
"Our technical people are always doing good work, and thinking out of the box, 

to find efficiencies and make sure we are using every opportunity the get the 
most from a situation," Mr Flanders said. 

 
He said it was a culture of co-operation which had strengthened between millers 
and growers this season. 

 
"It's good to see everyone working together and there is certainly a good spirit of 

co-operation. 
 
"The supply has been generally good and the clean cane is one of the few things 

which is good about the dry weather! 
 

"When growers have been worried about the quality of the cane they are sending 
to the mill, they have given us good fore warning and that bit of notice has 
meant we can manage it. 

 
"Usually the quality might be affected by being stood over, but it can also be 

because of flood or cyclone damage, or a paddock which is in poorer condition or 
has weeds in it. 
 

"In all though, we are looking to the rest of the season tracking well." 
 
 

 
WEEKLY CRUSH FIGURES 
 
Farleigh      57,090                            

Marian        67,887  
Racecourse           58,357 
Total tonnes        183,334 

           
Total tonnes to date                        2,107,325 

PRS week                                         14.74  
PRS year to date                               12.87  
 
-ENDS- 
 
 
EDITORS' NOTES: 
 
All Media Enquiries: 
 
For all additional comments, imagery, vision or interviews please contact: 
 
Mackay Sugar Engagement Manager Meredith Papas 
M: 0448 995 731 | E: m.papas@mkysugar.com.au 

mailto:m.papas@mkysugar.com.au
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Weekly Crush Report: 
 
Released weekly, each Tuesday afternoon. Each report will be accompanied by a 
profile story and image of a member of the Mackay Sugar milling workforce, board, 
or from within the growing and harvesting sectors. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Mackay Sugar Engagement Manager Meredith Papas 
M: 0448 995 731 | E: m.papas@mkysugar.com.au 
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